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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. The question paper comprises three Sections: A, B, C and D. You are to attempt All the 
sections. 

2. All questions are compulsory. 

3. Internal choice is given in Sections A, B, C and D 
4. Questions in Section A are one-mark questions. They are to be answered in one word or 

in one sentence. 
5. Questions in Section B are three-marks questions. These are to be answered in about 30 

words each. 
6. Questions in Section C are five-marks questions. These are to be answered in about 50  

words each. 

Section-A 

1. Which of the following is a correct match?  

A. Rashsundari Debi - Istri Dharrna Vichar 

B. Ram Chadda - Amar Jiban 

C. Kashibaba - Chote Aur Bade Ka Sawaal 

D. Sudarshan Chakra - Gulamgiri 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : "lstri Dharam Vichar," wrote by Shri Ram Chaddha Kashibaba, a mill worker of Kanpur published 

'Chote Aur Bada ka Sawal". 

Rassundari Devi wrote a story of her life, 'Amar Jiban' (My life), that was published in 1876.  

Jyotiba Phula wrote Gulamgiri, it was based on the caste system.  

Hence, the correct option is C 

 

2. The main aim of the Swaraj Party was _________. 

A. To launch Non-Cooperation Movement 

B. To support the extremist 

C. To take part in the legislative council meetings and voice the problems of India and the Indians 

D. Boycott the foreign goods 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru formed the Swaraj Party within the Congress to argue for a return to 

council politics. The main purpose was to oppose British policies within the councils, argue for reform and 

also demonstrate that these councils were not truly democratic. 

 

 

 



 

3. 'Young Italy', the secret society of Italy was set up by 

A. Garibaldi   B. Cavour       C. Mazzini  D. Victor Emannuel 

Answer : C 

Solution : During the 1830s, Giuseppe Mazzini had sought to put together a coherent programme for a unitary 

Italian Republic. He had also formed a secret society called Young Italy for the propagation of his goals. 

 

4. Which of the following is the term used for Bismark's policy? 

A. Steel and Iron policy      B. Hand Shake policy  C. Blood and Iron policy D. Golden Goose policy 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : In 1862, Otto von Bismarck was appointed as Prussia's Prime Minister under King Wilhelm I and 

he devoted himself to the task of uniting the German states under Prussian leadership. He was known as the 

man of 'blood and iron' or 'Iron Chancellor' as he used methods of force. The policy of' „blood and iron' meant 

a policy of war. The first aim he pursued was the elimination of Austria from the Germanic confederation. 

 

5. In which of the following States Black soil is found? 

A. Jammu and Kashmir B. Rajasthan   C. Maharashtra D. Jharkhand 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : Black soil is mainly found in Maharashtra, Saurashtra, Malwa, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and 

Chhattisgarh. They are well known for their capacity to hold moisture and are rich in soil nutrients. 

Hence, option C is the correct answer. 

 

6. Assertion : Pulses except tur dal grown in rotation with other crops 

Reason : They are leguminous and help in restoring fertility of soil by fixing nitrogen from air in the roots. 

A.  Both 'A' and 'R' are true and 'R' explains 'A' 

B. Both 'A' and 'R' are true and 'R' doesn‟t explains 'A' 

C. 'A' is true but 'R' is false 

D. 'A' is false but 'R' is true 

 

Answer : A 

Solution : Pulses are leguminous crops and help in restoring the fertility of the soil by fixing nitrogen from 

the air in the roots. Thus they are grown in rotation with other crops so as to maintain the fertility of the soil. 

 

7. Give reasons: Most industries are concentrated around coal mines. 

 

Solution : Coal is a bulky material which loses weight on use as it is reduced to ash. Hence, heavy industries 

and thermal power stations are located on or near the coalfields.  

 

8. Which one of the following languages was recognized as the official language of Sri Lanka in 1956? 

A. English   B. Tamil  C. Urdu  D. Sinhala 

 

Answer : D 

Solution : i) Sinhala was recognized as the official language of Sri Lanka in 1956. 

ii) Sinhala Only Bill was passed in 1956 by Government of Ceylon. 

 

OR 

8. Majoritarianism is a belief that the majority community should be able to rule a country by disregarding the 

_________. 

A. Minority community B. Ethnic group. C. Sinhala community. D. Muslim Community. 

 

Answer : A 

Solution :  Majoritarianism is a belief that the majority community should be able to rule a country in 

whichever way it wants, by disregarding the wishes and needs of the minority. 



 

 

9. Economical development, urbanization, occupational mobility and growth of literacy have led to the breaking 

down of __________. 

A. caste hierarchy. 

B. position of landlords. 

C. rift between poor and rich. 

D. rift between urban and rural 

 

Answer : A 

Solution : The Indian caste is a complex social order which divides society into a group based on the 

occupations of a person. The caste is determined by birth, this caste system led to the ill-treatment and 

discrimination done among the lower and the upper caste people. But with the advancement in the society has 

helped in eliminating the caste hierarchy. The economic development, urbanization, occupational mobility 

and growth of literacy all these factors have led to the breaking down of caste hierarchy. 

 

10. Which of the following statements/s is/are true? 

A. India is among the bottom group of nations in the world when it comes to the representation of women in 

legislatures. 

B. Women in the Arab countries are most active in public life. 

C. India has lesser representation of women in legislatures as compared to Sub-Saharan Africa. 

D. The share of women in legislative assemblies in India is lower than that of their representation in 

Parliament. 

A. A and C 

B. B and C 

C. A, B, and D 

D. A, C, and D 

 

Answer : D 

Solution : Among the given statements, following are true 

Representation of Indian women in legislature is very low, and is one on the bottom countries. It has lesser 

representation when compare to Sub-Saharan countries. Share of women in legislatures is less when compared 

to their representation in parliament.  

 

11. Under the Indian Constitution the residuary powers are enjoyed by the ___________. 

A. The Parliament 

B. The State Assembly 

C. The Local Government 

D. The District Administration 

 

Answer : A 

Solution : Residuary powers are those powers which can be made by the parliament only. It is different from 

3 lists, union list, state list, and concurrent list. These powers are neither under the legislative powers of the 

State nor the Union. Parliament has exclusive power to make any law with respect to any matter not 

enumerated in the Concurrent List or State List. Such power shall include the power of making any law 

imposing a tax not mentioned in either of those Lists. 

 

OR 

11. An act which provides that equal wages should be paid to equal work is __________. 

A. Equal Wages Act   B. Gender Equality Act   C. Women Reservation Act    D. Act of Equal Wages 

 

Answer : A 

Solution : The equal wages act in India was enacted to prevent discrimination between workers on grounds of 

gender. This act was enacted in 1976. This act provides that equal wages should be paid to equal work. 

 



 

 

12. In which State of India the Kandala Port is located? 

A. Tamil Nadu  B. Kerala  C. Maharashtra D. Gujrat 

 

Answer : D 

Solution : Kandla port is in Gujarat and was the first port developed soon after Independence to ease the 

volume of trade on the Mumbai port, when we lost Karachi port to Pakistan after partition. 

 

13.  In the Indo-Gangetic plains, the older alluvium is known as _________. 

A. Bhangar  B. Khadar  C. Terai  D. Bhabar 

 

Answer : A 

Solution : The right answer is Bhangar. 

a) Bhangar plains are upland, and consist of older alluvial soil. Bhangar areas are less prone to flooding but are 

usually more sandy and less fertile as well. 

b) Khadar plains are low lying and consist of new alluvial deposits and are often very fertile. 

c) The rivers, after descending from the mountains deposit pebbles in a narrow belt of about 8 to 16 km in width 

lying parallel to the slopes of the Shiwaliks. It is known as Bhabar. All the streams disappear in this bhabar 

belt.  

d) South of Bhabar belt, the stream and rivers re-emerge and create a wet, swampy and marshy region known as 

Terai. 

 

14. What is the name of the success story that met the credit needs of the poor, at reasonable rates, in 

Bangladesh? 

A. Grameen Bank 

B. Reserve Bank 

C. Cooperative Bank 

D. Janta Bank 

 

Answer : A 

Solution : Grameen Bank of Bangladesh is one of the biggest success stories in reaching the poor to meet 

their credit needs at reasonable rates. Started in the 1972 as a small project, Grameen Bank now has over 6 

million borrowers in about 40,000 villages spread across Bangladesh. Almost all of the borrowers are women 

and belong to poorest sections of the society. These borrowers have proved that not only are poor women 

reliable borrowers, but that they can start and run a variety of small income generating activities successfully. 

 

15. Which one of the following is a developmental goal which is common to all? 

A. Freedom 

B. Equal opportunities 

C. Security & respect 

D. High levels of income and better quality of life 

 

Answer : D 

Solution : Developmental goal common to all is high levels of income and better quality of life. 

 

16.  Which form of government is prevalent in Sri Lanka? 

A. Monarchy  B. Federal  C. Unitary government D. Dictatorship 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : There are different forms of government which includes democratic, federalist, capitalist, unitary, 

dictatorship, etc. Sri Lanka has a unitary form of government. In a unitary state, the central government is the 

supreme power and the different units of the government work under its direction. 

 

 



 

17. Which one of the following is not a case of communalism? 

A. Religion is taken as the basis of the nation 

B. When one religion is discriminated against other 

C. State has no official religion 

D. Demands of one religious group are formed in opposition to another 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : State treating all the religions equally without adopting any religion is called secular state. 

India is a Secular state and doesn't have an official religion. 

Except C, all the other options in the answer lead to Communalism. 

 

 

18. Which of the following does the terms of credit NOT include? 

A. Interest rate B. Collateral     C. Documentation     D. Lender's land 

 

Answer : D 

Solution : 1. Credit refers to a loan, an agreement in which the lender supplies the borrower with money, 

goods or services which is to be returned in future 

2. Terms of credit include interest rate, collateral (security) and documentation related to the lending of 

money. 

 

19. Which of the following was added later to the Indian federation?  

A. The judiciary 

B. The legislature 

C. The reservation 

D. The panchayats and municipalities 

 

Answer : D 

Solution : The Constitution originally provided for a two-tier system of government, the Union Government 

or what we call the Central government, representing the Union of India and the State governments. Later, a 

third tier of federalism was added in the form of Panchayats and Municipalities. 

 

20. Credit is generally given at a high rate of interest by _____. 

A. Cooperatives B. Self-help groups  C. Money lenders D. banks 

 

Answer : C 

Solution : Money lenders are the indigenous bankers. 

They usually lend money to people at higher rates of Interest. 

Money lenders lending system is mostly unregulated in India. 

 

Section-B 
21. Write a note about Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy. 

 

Solution : Two prominent leaders of Punjab Dr. Satyapal and Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew were arrested on April 

13, 1919. More than 10,000 people had gathered in Jallianwala Bagh at Amritsar to protest peacefully against 

the arrest of their leaders. The British troops, commanded by General Dyer surrounded the Bagh on all sides. 

General Dyer, the military commander of Amritsar ordered his men to shoot on the peaceful unarmed crowd 

without giving any warning. According to the official report, 379 people were killed and 1137 wounded in the 

incident. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre gave a tremendous impetus to the freedom struggle.  

 

OR 



 

Why were the Indians outraged by the Rowlatt Act ? 

Solution : The Rowlatt Act was passed hurriedly through the Imperial Legislative Council despite opposition 

from Indian members. It gave the government autocratic powers to repress political activities besides allowing 

it to detain political prisoners without a trial, for two years. The Indian were outraged by this act as it was 

clearly undemocratic and oppressive, and hurt national sentiments and dignity. 

22. Write a note to explain the effects of the following: 

 

“The British government‟s decision to abolish the Corn Laws” 

 

Solution : The British government's decision to abolish the Corn Laws saw the inflow of cheaper crops from 

America and Australia. Many English farmers left their profession and migrated to towns and cities. Some 

went overseas. This indirectly led to global agriculture and rapid urbanization, a prerequisite of industrial 

growth. 

 

OR 

What do you mean by "Bretton Woods Conference"? Which are called the twins of it? 

Solution : The Bretton Woods Conference took place in July 1944 at Bretton Woods in New Hampshire, 

USA. Under this system, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) were established.  

23. Give reasons for the following: 

 

“Martin Luther was in favour of print and spoke out in praise of it.” 

 

Solution : Through the publications of his protestant ideas, Martin Luther challenged the orthodox practices 

and rituals of the Roman Catholic Church. He wrote 95 theses criticizing many of the practices of the Roman 

Catholic Church. Luther‟s writings were immediately reproduced in vast numbers and read widely. This led to 

a division within the church and to the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. He also translated the New 

Testament of which 5000 copies were sold within a few days. These were impossible without the printing 

technology. Deeply grateful to the print, Luther said, “Printing is the ultimate gift of God and the greatest 

one.” This is the reason why Luther was in favour of print and spoke out in praise of it.  

 

24. Give any three ways in which you can save energy at home. 

 

Solution : Following are the ways by which one can save energy at home: 

1) Switching off electrical appliances and equipments when not in use. 

2) Using solar energy. 

3) Using energy efficient devices like light bulbs. 

4) Using pressure cookers while cooking. 

5) Washing clothes or dishes using machine only when the load is full as it will cut down on energy and water 

costs. 

 

OR 

What type of soil is found in the river deltas of the eastern coast? Give three main features of this type of soil. 

 

Solution : Alluvial soil is found in the river deltas on the eastern coast. 

Three features of alluvial soil: 

i) Alluvial soils are very fertile. 

ii) They are ideal for growing sugarcane, wheat and paddy. 

iii) The regions of alluvial soils are intensively cultivated and densely populated. 

 

 



 

25. Distinguish between coming together federations and holding together federations with example. India comes 

under which type of federation? 

 

 

Solution :  

i)  USA, Switzerland and Australia are examples of  coming together federations. 

ii) India, Belgium and Spain are examples of holding together federations. 

iii) 'Coming together' federation is nothing but independent states coming together on their own to form a 

bigger state or country. 

iv) Holding together federation is nothing but the division of powers between the states of the country and 

central government of that country. 

v) All the constituent States usually have equal power and are strong vis-à-vis the federal government in 

coming together federation. 

vi) The central government tends to be more powerful vis-à-vis the States in holding together federation. 

 

 

26. What is the basic idea behind decentralisation? 

 

Solution : The basic idea behind decentralization is that there are a large number of problems and issues 

which are best settled at the local level. 

People have better knowledge of problems in their localities. They also have better ideas on where to spend 

money and how to manage things more efficiently. 

Besides, at the local level it is possible for the people to directly participate in decision making.  

This helps to inculcate a habit of democratic participation. Local government is the best way to realize one 

important principle of democracy, namely local self-government.  

 

27. Why do we need to expand formal sources of credit in India? 

 

Solution : We need formal sources of credit in order to reduce the dependence of farmers on informal sources 

of credit like money lenders. 

To reduce the higher risk associated with informal sources of credit because of fluctuating terms and 

conditions.  

To avail cheaper credit to farmers in rural areas. 

 

28. In what respects is the criterion used by the UNDP for measuring development different from the one used by  

the World Bank? 

 

Solution : The criterion used by the UNDP for measuring development is different from the one used by the 

World Bank in the following respects: 

The World Bank: The World Bank uses per capita income as the sole criterion for measuring development. 

The UNDP: It uses Human Development Index (HDI) based on a combination of factors such as health, 

education, and income as the criterion for measuring development. 

Thus, the UNDP does not rely solely on per capita income, as the criterion for measuring development, as in 

the case with the World Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section-C 
1. Briefly trace the process of German unification. 

 

Solution : In the 1800s, nationalist feelings were strong in the hearts of the middle-class Germans. They 

united in 1848 to create a nation-state out of the numerous German States. But the monarchy and the military 

got together to repress them and they gained support from the landowners of Prussia (the Junkers) too. Prussia 

soon became the leader of the German unification movement. Its Chief Minister Otto von Bismarck was the 

architect of the process with support from Prussian army and Prussian bureaucracy. The unification process 

was completed after Prussia won wars with Austria, Denmark, and France over seven years‟ time. In January 

1871, the Prussian king, William I, was proclaimed the German Emperor in a ceremony held at Versailles.  

 

OR 

What changes did Napoleon introduce to make the administrative system more efficient in the territories ruled 

by him? 

Solution : Napoleon introduced the following changes to make the administrative system more efficient in the 

areas ruled by him: 

i)  He established civil code in 1804 also known as the Napoleonic Code. It did away with all privileges based 

on birth. It established equality before the law and secured the right to property. 

ii) He simplified administrative divisions, the abolished feudal system, and freed peasants from serfdom and 

manorial dues. 

iii) In towns too, guild systems were removed.  

iv) Transport and communication systems were improved. 

v) Peasants, artisans, businessmen and workers enjoyed the newfound freedom. 

2. What were the reasons for putting barriers to foreign trade and foreign investment by the Indian government? 

Why did it wish to remove these barriers? 

 

Solution : The Indian government had put barriers to foreign trade and foreign investment to protect domestic 

producers from foreign competition, especially when industries had just begun to come up in the 1950s and 

1960s. At this time, competition from imports would have been a death blow to growing industries. Hence, 

India allowed imports of essential goods only. 

In New Economic Policy in 1991, the government wished to remove these barriers because it felt that 

domestic producers were ready to compete with foreign industries. It felt that foreign competition would in 

fact improve the quality of goods produced by Indian industries. This decision was also supported by 

powerful international organisations. 

 

3. What are the main problems faced by the iron and steel industry in India? 

 

Solution :  Though India is an important producer of iron and steel in the world, we are not able to perform to 

our full potential largely due to: 

a) High cost: Limited availability of coking coal as the amount of coking coal is limited, its cost in India is 

high therefore the industry faces difficulty in buying it. 

b) Low productivity of labour. 

c) Irregular supply of energy: There is an irregular supply of  electricity in India, so that work becomes more 

difficult. 

d) Poor infrastructure: The technological development in India is less as compared to other countries. 

e) There is a need to allocate resources for research and development to produce steel more competitively to 

raise their standards to meet international levels. 

 



 

4. What was the difference between the policies adopted by Belgium and Sri Lanka regarding power sharing 

arrangements? 

 

Solution : Belgium is a small country in Western Europe with complex ethnic composition. Of the country's 

total population, 59 percent speak Dutch language, 40 percent speak French and 1 percent speak German. 

Inspite of these diversities, the leaders of Belgium decided to make an arrangement for power sharing. 

Between 1970 and 1993, they amended their Constitution four times. 

The Constitution provides that the number of Dutch and French speaking ministers shall be equal in the 

Central Government and the State Governments. The State Governments are not subordinate to the Central 

Government. 

Contrary to it, leaders of the Sinhala community in Sri Lanka sought to secure dominance over government by 

virtue of their majority and refused to share power with the Tamils. 

The democratically elected government adopting majoritarian measures declared 'Sinhala' as the only official 

language and 'Buddhism' as state religion. 

 

5. "Democracy is the only peaceful solution to the problems in a socially diverse country like India." Comment. 

 

Solution : Democracy is the only solution to the problems to a socially diverse country like India in the 

following manner 

(i) In a diverse country like India, democracy keeps our country together. 

(ii) In our country, people belong to different regions, languages, religions and castes. Equal dignity and 

respect is given to every citizen without any discrimination. 

(iii) They have different preferences. The preferences of one group can clash with those of other groups which 

can be resolved here in a better way. 

(iv) In a democracy, no one is a permanent winner and no one is a permanent loser. Different groups can live 

with one another peacefully. 

(v) In any society, people have differences of opinion and interests. These differences are particular sharp in a 

country like ours where there is a wide social diversity. 

OR 

 Why is democracy considered as the best form of government? 

 

Answer : Democracy is considered the best form of government for these reasons. 

(i) It is a more accountable form of government as it has to respond to the needs of the people. 

(ii) Democracy improves the quality of decision- making as it is based on consultation and discussion. 

(iii) Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts as differences are bound to occur. 

iv) Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens as it is based the principle of political equality.  

v) It allows us to correct its own mistakes in which rulers have to change their decisions or the rulers have to 

be changed.  

 

6. Describe the impact of globalisation on Indian agriculture. 

 

Solution : The impact of globalization on Indian agriculture has been felt since colonial times.  

Raw cotton and spices were important export items from India. In 1917, Indian farmers revolted in 

Champaran against being forced to grow indigo in place of food grains, in order to supply dye to Britain's 

flourishing textile industry. Thus, globalization has had its boons and banes for Indian agriculture. 

 

Post liberalization, Indian farmers face new challenges in the form of competition 

from highly subsidized agriculture of developed nations. This prompts the need for making Indian agriculture 

successful and profitable by improving the conditions of small and marginal farmers, countering the negative 

effects of Green Revolution, developing and promoting organic farming, and diversifying cropping pattern 

from cereals to high-value crops.  

 

 

 



 

Section-D 
1.Three features A, B and C are marked on the given political outline map of India Identify these features with the 

help of the following information and write their correct names on the lines marked in the map : 

A. The place where cotton mill workers organised Satyagraha. 

B. The place related to the calling off the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

C. The place where the Indian National Congress Session was held. 

 
 

Solution : A- Ahmedabad, Gujrat 

B- Chauri-chaura, UP 

C- Culcutta 

 

2. On the given political outline map of India, locate and label the following with appropriate symbols: 

A. Oil Field - Digboi 

B. Iron and Steel Plant - Bhilai 

C. Major Sea Port Kochi 

 
 

Solution : A- Assam 

B- Chhattisgarh 

C- Kochi, Kerala 

 

 


